AND   FRANCIS-JOSEPH	149
crown prince this is different: he is so imbued with the
idea that his father is wiser and better than anyone else in
the world, that he is willing and glad to accept the paternal
recommendations and to benefit by paternal advice.
Yet with all this the lad is not a prig, nor is he forward
or presumptuous. True, he has a keen sense of his own
dignity, but it takes the form of an extreme simplicity, and
of an absolute lack of affectation, since he is intelligent
enough to realize that his rank and position are sufficiently
assured to render it unnecessary that he should call atten-
tion thereto either by his manner or by his speech. He is
modest too, very frank, particularly courteous to old
people, boyishly chivalrous to women, and firmly con-
vinced that there is no member of the fair sex in the entire
world who is so ideally perfect in appearance, as well as in
character, as his mother.
I would not for all the world that this description of the
crown prince should in any way convey the impression to
my readers that he is a milksop or an overgrown child I
Devoted to every form of sport, a splendid gymnast, a
clever oarsman, a skilful driver and a bold rider, an excel-
lent shot, he is in every sense of the word a manly young
fellow, who, however, has been kept free from all contact
with the darker sides of life, and who still retains, there-
fore, mingled with the experience of a grown man, much
of the innocence and freshness of mind of a mere boy.
Indeed, he is a son of whom any father and mother might
well be proud !
Fair-haired and blue-eyed, with the down of a blond
moustache upon his upper lip, the young prince is a typical
Hohenzollern, and resembles his grandfather, Emperor
Frederick, more than he does his father. He is passion-
ately devoted to everything military, and keenly relishes

